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U, S . DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Wage and Hour and Public Contrac ts Di-vi s ions 

Washington 25, D, C. 

MCCOMB ADOPTS NEW WAGE ORDERS FOR TWO PUERTO RICAN INHJSTRIES, EFFECTIVE MAY 24 

Effeoti-ve May 24, two new minimum wage orders f o r Puerto Rican 

i n d u s t r i e s under t h e F a i r Labor S tandards Act w i l l apply t o some 5,000 

employees in t h e "^'Vholesaling, Warehousing, and Other D i s t r i b u t i o n Indus ­

t r i e s " and t o about 1,300 employees i n t h e "Hooked Rug I n d u s t r y " . 

The orders were adopted today by Wm, R. MoComb, Adrainis t ra tor of 

t h e Wage and Hour and Publ io Contrac ta Di-visions, U, S . Departraent of Labor, 

F i f t een-day n o t i c e of h i s i n t e n t i o n t o adopt t h e o rde r s was announced Apr i l 1 . 

Under t h e o rder fo r t h e w h o l e s a l i n g , e t c . , i n d u s t r y , employees 

w i l l r ece ive a minimum of 40 cen t s an hour , i n s t ead of t h e present 35 c e n t s . 

The Hooked Rug I n d u s t r y new wage order w i l l i no rease t h e minimum v/age f o r 

h a n d - t u f t i n g and hand-sewing ope ra t ions t o 18 cen t s an hour , from t h e 

present 15 c e n t s , and t o 27 c e n t s an hour , i n s t ead of t h e present 24 c e n t s , 

fo r a l l o t h e r o p e r a t i o n s , as we l l as e s t a b l i s h a 40-oents -an-hour minimum 

f o r t h e machine-hooked rug di-vision of t h e i n d u s t r y . 

-, The new wage orders were adopted by McComb under a s p e c i a l p ro -

-vision of t h e Wage and Hour Law p e r m i t t i n g lower minimum r a t e s fo r Puerto 

Rican i n d u s t r i e s than t h e s t a t u t o r y 40-cen t s -an -hour minimum t h e law s e t s 

for t h e c o n t i n e n t a l United S t a t e s . His ao t ion i s based on recommendations 

made by an i n d u s t r y committee he named t o s tudy cond i t i ons in t h e i n d u s ­

t r i e s . 
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